Paying for College 

Your education is important. You should be proud of yourself for deciding to attend college. Now, how are you going to pay for it? College finances can get very complicated and very expensive! 

To maintain healthy finances, always seek ways to reduce debt, even if it is for a great education. Keeping yourself informed through good research and planning can reduce your student loans dramatically. If you already have college loans, you may want to focus your research on debt elimination and consolidation.
Instead of taking out massive loans and then spending the next 30 years paying them off, how about going to college half time while you work to help pay for it? You’ll spend a little more time in school, but a lot less time paying debt when it’s over! How about applying for grants and scholarships? Maybe a combination of grants, a couple of small student loans, and an internship at your school would be a good plan for you?
If you attend college in a state where you aren’t a resident, you pay “non-resident” tuition, which is typically much higher than “resident” rates. It’s a good idea, if possible, to attend college in a state where you can prove legal residency. Again, scholarships and grants can offset non-resident fees also.

Each state and educational institute has different funding and financing options available, so it’s best to do some specific research in your area. There is a vast amount of information available about college financing, loans, scholarships, grants, internships, and more. Work with your college financing office to develop a good college finance program that will minimize your school loans. 
Here are five websites that offer free, comprehensive information:

1. U.S. Department of Education Home Page http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml 
2. List of Education Grants in the Yahoo Directory http://dir.yahoo.com/Education/Financial_Aid/Grants/ 
3. Department of Education Application for Federal Student Aid
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
4. List of all U.S. State Departments of Education (with websites)

http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/Programs/EROD/org_list.cfm?category_ID=SEA 
5. FedMoney.org – a searchable database of grants, scholarships, and more http://www.fedmoney.org/ 
