I CORPS ARTILLERY HELPS SHAPE THE FUTURE OF COMBAT

    I Corps Artillery has made the transition into the new Utah National Guard Readiness Center, and continues to be a leader in the implementation of digital technology for combat simulation. 

    I Corps Artillery recently went to Fort Lewis for the Battle Command Training Program “Warfighter,” a combat simulation exercise conducted at the Corps, Division and Brigade level. These higher echelon units set up a tactical operations center (TOC), and manage the maneuver forces on the battlefield from there. Most units still use traditional paper maps and acetate overlays in their TOC. For I Corps Artillery, these methods are only a backup plan. 

     Under the command of Brigadier General Pat Wilson, I Corps Artillery was able to implement and sustain a fully digital TOC during Warfighter 2002. This means that all communications systems were seamlessly integrated and networked so the TOC could track the simulated battle in real time. The 57th FA BDE from Wisconsin, the 153rd from Arizona, and the 151st from South Carolina also participated in the exercise. These units communicated using Mobile Subscriber Equipment (MSE), Wide Area Network (WAN), Local Area Network  (LAN), wire and FM radio.

     Preparing for the Warfighter took a lot of hard work. The Military Decision Making Process (MDMP) began six months prior to the exercise. Also, an advanced party arrived at Fort Lewis early to begin working with the other Brigade and Division Liaison Officers and conducting a database scrub. Fort Lewis took notice of the performance of   I Corps Artillery. Twenty out of 5000 soldiers were given the Warfighter Hero award. SFC Mark Reyna, from the Fire Control Element, was one of them. 

    The next Warfighter is in 2004, and I Corps Artillery maintains contact with other FA Brigades throughout the country. A good example of this contact occurred during their June 2003 Inactive Duty Training (IDT) weekend. They conducted a live fire for the 57th FA Brigade of the Wisconsin Army National Guard. The really impressive part is that they did it from afar. I Corps Artillery was at Camp Williams, and the 57th FA BDE was in a training area in Wisconsin.  

    I Corps Artillery also recently hosted their annual Fire Support Conference. Guest speakers discussed issues ranging from new technologies to real world threats in the artillery arena. National Guard Brigades, National Guard Bureau, and the Active Duty component were all represented. In 2003, twenty-three states and forty five units participated  from across the country.     

     Whether it is a Warfighter exercise or a Fire Support Conference, technical superiority and expertise demonstrate the future of warfare in a digital age, as well as the role I Corps Artillery will play in that future.

