News Release

__________________________________________________

Utah National Guard, 12953 South Minuteman Dr., Draper, Utah 84020 (801) 523-4407

27 October 2003

                                            Contact: 

Lee Kelley, 801- 523-4407

Southern Utah Welcomes Home the “Triple Deuce”

   Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 222nd Field Artillery will return to Cedar City on Thursday, August 28th. The battalion will arrive at the Cedar City Airport on two separate flights between the hours of 6:00 and 7:30 a.m. 

   The 2-222 FA, or “Triple Deuce,” was mobilized on March 15th, 2003 to support Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Due to the short duration of the main conflict and the successes enjoyed by the United States Military, the 222d was diverted to Ft Lewis, Washington to support the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC).  The battalion acted as cadre and support for the training of our military’s future officers.  Soldiers will return to Cedar City where they will spend 3 – 4 days demobilizing before being released to their homes and civilian occupations. 

   Cedar City’s Mayor, Gerald Sheratt, will greet the returning soldiers with welcoming remarks Thursday morning. There is also an Appreciation Banquet for Headquarters Battery of the Triple Deuce at Park Discovery this coming weekend. It was organized by members of the Family Assistance Group.
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